
 
 
 

President’s Annual Report 2014 
 

1. The committee and active members: NRG functions because there are loyal and active 
members who work to make events successful, projects completed, and reconciliation in 
Nillumbik a reality. Secretary Diana Warrell, Treasurer Sasha Trikojus, Vice President Paul 
Byrne-Moroney,  and committee members Vera Herman, Jann Darvill, Graham Pritchard have 
all made invaluable contributions. Our Patron, Mick Woiwod is making a significant mark on 
our knowledge and sense of Aboriginal heritage in Nillumbik and in the whole Yarra Valley 
and beyond.  

2. Events:  Each year we take responsibility for the Australia Day Flag Raising which 
inaugurates the Citizenship Ceremony for our Shire, a Reconciliation Week event involving 
local schools held at the shire Civic Offices in Greensborough and a NAIDOC event: this year 
we had a gathering at the Gawa Trail to which we invited the Djirri Djirri Dancers and 
attracted over 60 people to celebrate NAIDOC and recognise Aboriginal achievements. 

3. Schools: We attended a Sorry Day Flag Raising at Eltham High School and Jan and Diana 
talked to five classes of Prep, Grades 1 and 2 children at Hurstbridge Primary School. 

4. Book Launch in partnership with Eltham bookshop: Bruce Pascoe spoke with Mick Woiwod 
and Phillip Morrisey from Melbourne University on Bruce’s most recent book Dark Emu. 

5. E-mail, Web and Facebook: Diana regularly sends to our extensive email list information 
which comes to us about events, news items and requests concerning Aboriginal communities, 
Melbourne based events for Aboriginal organisations and information about other events 
involving reconciliation groups. Sasha organises the website and posts all information 
concerning NRG. Paul has opened a Facebook account for us and posts info and follow-ups on 
it – an important source of contact with younger people. There is also an increasing number of 
phone enquiries coming to Diana and Jan. 

6. Gawa Trail Maintenance is required at intervals. Sasha has provided invaluable use of whipper 
snipper, saw and mower. Jan, Diana, Jann, Vera, Jane and Bill have raked and pruned,  
provided tea and treats and removed rubbish. Shire assistance has been appreciated in removal 
of dead trees and branches and in placing  barricades along the creek edge. 

7. The Gawa Trail plaques: This year saw the culmination of a project to write new plaques for 
the trail. The texts were completed by the end of 2013, Diana, Sasha and Jan having worked 
on these. Art work was done by Judy Nicholson, Wurundjeri artist, and her partner Jamie 
McFayden. Elder Bill Nicholson provided advice on wording and information included on 
each plaque. Deadly Design were engaged to arrange information, pictures and artwork on 
each plaque and Replas manufactured them using recycled plastic. 

8. The gala launch was planned for 30 March and it was only in the week before this that the 
plaques were installed, thanks to Brad Tadday from the Shire,  contractor Peter Ray and Sasha 
with his persistent negotiations with Replas. The launch was a wonderful success with over 
100 people present. Thanks to Ben Pollard for tents, Chris Warrell for chairs, Diana, Jann, 
Vera, Jan, Jane and Christy for afternoon tea, the Djirri Djirri Dancers and Uncle Bill 
Nicholson for their significant Wurundjeri presence,  Sasha and Paul for setting up and Jane 
for fire building and supervision. 



9. Wurundjeri Council and Coranderrk: this year we have had considerable contact with the 
Wurundjeri Council through the Gawa Trail. We have also attended the Coranderrk Walk and 
the Coranderrk Festival. We have had very useful assistance from Elder Bill Nicholson in 
information for the Gawa plaques, Judy Nicholson for artwork and Mandy Nicholson with the 
Djirri Djirri Dancers. 

10. School and community visits: while we have had schools visit the trail, we have also heard of 
other groups who use it and organise their own visit. Recently St Margaret’s Church held a 
Meditation Day there where Aboriginal devotional readings brought an Aboriginal spirit into 
church life. Diana prepared the Trail for the event and Jan spoke about the living quality of 
Wurundjeri cultural life today. 

11. Launch and sales of Mick Woiwod’s books: NRG has been present at most of these and 
assisting. We are delighted for Mick and for Reconciliation that his books are selling well and 
being disseminated in the community. Wrath of the Myndie has been published this year 

12. Sales: Database CDs, Wurundjeri Resource Kit CDs, have been the main sales. As Schools 
require information for the Indigenous parts of the Primary Curriculum there is a constant 
demand for information which is readily available. An updated version of the Resource Kit 
CD now includes a book list. We are also in the process of increasing the amount of 
information provided on the content of the plaques, which will be available on the website.  

13. Moor-rul Reconciliation Grasslands: Jann Darvill, convenor of the Friends Group for this 
grassland organises weeding and planting mornings twice a month. We are indebted to Tim 
Krasevac from Environmental Works at the Shire for his support and practical assistance. 

14. Reconciliation Eastern Metro: The REM group of Reconciliation Groups meets quarterly at 
the MMIGP at East Ringwood. We keep in touch with others involved in Reconciliation and 
support the Mullum Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place as well. We were present at their 
community day where Jan spoke on the reasons for her involvement in Reconciliation. We 
also attend the quarterly Local Reconciliation Groups forums run by RecVic and ANTaR. One 
of these was held at Rumbalara in Shepparton. Jan attended. 

2015 
What might 2015 hold? There are considerably more Reconciliation events held in the Shire 
since NRG began in 1998. Brad Tadday at the Shire has initiated several events at Panton Hill 
Reserves with strong support from Wurundjeri elders. Plaques are being installed. The Bend 
of Islands group has had close contact with Wurundjeri Elders David Wandin and Bill 
Nicholson in preparing plaques for their area. Warrandyte has also been busy with plaques 
along the river at Pound Bend. 
 
Schools are also initiating their own events in Reconciliation Week. NRG will continue to 
hold events in the weeks of special significance to Aboriginal people but we need to 
remember that these stand alongside other acts of Reconciliation. 
 
As the Referendum draws nearer we will need to be active in adding our voice to others in 
support of a yes vote. Initiating conversations with friends, relatives and colleagues about the 
changes to the constitution is an important way in which changes are supported. This means 
that while the NRG has a responsibility there is a personal one resting on each of us to be well 
informed. 
 
The Guide book for Guides, in association with information posted on the website that links 
from the trail markers, needs our attention in the first half of 2015. We have a commitment to 
the Melbourne Water Grant to do this, as well as our commitment to making the Gawa Trail a 
fully functioning community education resource. 

 
Jan Aitken 
6th November, 2014 



 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Nillumbik Reconciliation Group has continued to receive strong support from Nillumbik Shire 
Council. This year there were special contributions to ensure the design, manufacturing and launch of 
the new Gawa Trail plaques weren’t hindered by a lack of funds – consequently the launch was a great 
success and the plaques themselves are considered a new design standard. 
Work is in progress to further enhance the self-guided tour of the Gawa Trail with a redesigned 
website that includes additional information on each plaque. That information will also be included in 
a guidebook for guides taking school group tours of the Trail, along with detailed information to 
ensure that tour guides are fully conversant with Wurundjeri culture. This project is funded by a 
Melbourne Water grant. 
Continuing on from the publication of the Coranderrk and Birrarung Databases, Mick Woiwod 
published Paradise Lost at the end of 2013. NRG has assisted with sales of his books, with more than 
50% of the funds shown above recently used to cover the cost of 400 copies of his latest book, Wrath 
of the Myndie. Remaining funds will be used for future publications, reprints or other joint projects. 
The Wurundjeri Culture Resource Kit has been re-edited and a new CD produced – it now includes an 
enhanced book list for further reading. Sales of the kit pick up whenever teachers discover they have a 
curriculum to teach but no resources!  
Sasha Trikojus 
Treasurer, 2013-14 

Nillumbik Reconciliation Group Inc
Financial statement for year to 30 June 2014

Cash at Bank 1 July 2013 $11,618.71 Gawa plaques:
Nillumbik Shire Council grants:   - design (Deadly Design) $2,332.00
  - Reimbursement for Garrumul book launch $630.00   - misc design expense $100.00
  - Operating subsidy $2,000.00   - text editing expense $1,500.00
  - New Gawa plaques launch $2,200.00   - artwork $1,050.00
  - Djirri Djirri Dancers for plaques launch $1,000.00   - Wurundjeri Tribe consultations $310.00
  - Djirri Djirri Dancers Gawa/Edendale event $1,000.00   - manufacturing $6,226.00
Mick Woiwod's book sales $8,643.50   - additional plaque $188.10
Subscriptions $90.00   - launch $1,858.44
Wurundjeri Land plaques $65.00 Events (misc) $214.50
Resource Kit CD-ROM (net) $200.00 Administration expenses (net) $102.11
Cards, books $40.00 Other expenses $200.00

Carried forward $13,406.06
$27,487.21 $27,487.21

Cash at Bank 30 June 2014 $13,406.06 Liabilities as at 30 June 2014:
Petty Cash Float $50.00   - Djirri Djirri Dancers - Edendale event $800.00
PA amplifier $140.00 Members' equity - includes special projects

  - Melbourne Water grant $870.00
  - Book/other projects with Mick Woiwod $9,435.80
  - general funds $2,490.26

$13,596.06 $13,596.06

ASSETS LIABILITIES

INCOME EXPENDITURE


